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Welcome to Stamp Active

Kids Corner, sponsored by The Philatelic Traders Society, 
which takes place at Spring and Autumn Stampex, held  
at the Business Design Centre, Islington, London.

The Stamp Active Competition, sponsored by the 
GBPS and The British Youth Stamp Championships, 
sponsored by Stanley Gibbons, for those interested in 
displaying their collections.

Stamp Active Web Site to find out more about collecting 
and the activities of the Stamp Active Network. Have a look 
at our new website www.stampactive.co.uk

Stamp Active is a resource programme for organisers  
of junior clubs with information and updates on the 
website. More information can also be found on  
www.stampactive.co.uk

Starter Packs, sponsored by Stanley Gibbons, for new 
school and junior stamp clubs.

Kidstamps, supports young collectors between the ages 
of 5 and 19, providing stamps, activities and much more  
to make your hobby even more fun!

Workshops for children interested in developing their 
competition entries.

National Youth Conference for organisers of clubs.

Stamps In Schools, sponsored by BPMA, is an 
independent project run by Erene Grieve, which provides  
a fun-packed day of stamp collecting displays and  
activities for primary schools in the UK.

Stamp Active Network is supported by major sponsors 
including The Philatelic Fund, Stanley Gibbons,  
The Association of British Philatelic Societies, The Philatelic 
Traders Society, and The Great Britain Philatelic Society 
as well as many other dealers, individuals and clubs and 
societies. Special thanks to Ian Varey for his development 
of the ideas for this activity pack.

We are always in need of financial donations or the gift  
of stamps, covers and other material.

For more information about the activities of the Stamp 
Active Network or if you would like to make a donation, 
please email stampactive@btinternet.com or write to:

Stamp Active 
PO Box 477 
Hounslow, Middlesex 
TW3 9HD

Stamp Active is a voluntary organisation 
which promotes stamp collecting for  
young people in the UK.

This pack provides some activities for you to complete. If you finish five of the activities in the pack, please take 
it to one of the organisers at a Stamp Active event and you will receive a prize.

There is plenty more for you to do in the pack or you can have a go at some of the other stamp competitions 
promoted by Stamp Active. The pack is yours to keep and it will give you a useful guide to some of the varied 
aspects of stamp collecting.

Have Fun! 



Brilliant Britain surrounded by the Sea

We live in the United Kingdom, formed of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The largest 
island is Britain, formed of the countries of England, Scotland and Wales. Around this island 
are many smaller islands, and together with Britain they form Great Britain.

The second largest island is Ireland. This comprises two countries, Northern Ireland and 
Southern Ireland, the latter often known as Eire or simply Ireland. Northern Ireland and 
Great Britain are together known as the United Kingdom.

Scotland

Northern Ireland

Isle of Man

England

Channel Islands

Wales

We are an island Nation, surrounded by the sea. The sea, ships and the coast appear  
on many of our stamps. What do these stamps show?

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.



Kings and Queens of Great Britain

The postage stamp was introduced in 1840, when Queen Victoria was on the throne. 
However, many of the earlier Kings and Queens have been depicted on stamps.

Kings and Queens pre - 1840

Stamps showing Queen Victoria and Edward VII

Stamps showing George V and Edward VIII Make a collection

Make a collection

Make a collection

Henry V Elizabeth I



Kings and Queens of Great Britain

Since 1840 all British stamps have included the portrait of the reigning monarch. As the 
first nation to issue stamps, the monarch’s portrait is all that is needed to show the stamp 
comes from the United Kingdom.

Stamps showing King George VI

Stamps showing Queen Elizabeth II

Stamps showing Members of the Royal Family Make a collection

Make a collection

Make a collection

Prince WilliamThe Queen 
Mother



Some Flora and Fauna of Great Britain

Questions 1 to 9. Identify the creature or plant. Write the answers in the correct place.  
The first letter of each answer will give you the name of a common garden bird.

3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

-

-

1

2

There are many British stamps showing different Flora and Fauna. You could make an 
interesting mini collection.	

4 5

6 7 8 9



Great Britain and  
Northern Ireland Stamps

The next four pages are for you to make mini collections of stamps for the different  
issuing authorities. 

The Different Types of Stamps

Stamps representing England Make a collection

England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland all use postage stamps issued by the Royal Mail. Definitive Stamps 
simply show the Queen’s Head. Commemorative Stamps (picture stamps) celebrate an event or people of historic 
importance. Distinctive stamps are also issued for England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. These feature 
symbols of the respective countries, and are known as ‘Country’ or ‘Regional’ stamps. The Isle of Man, Jersey, 
Guernsey (with Alderney) Post Offices issue their own stamps.

Here are some examples:

Within the sets of Commemorative Stamps there are many stamps depicting places, people and things relating  
to England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Add these to your collection of Regional Stamps. 

Definitive 
Queens head 

Commemorative 
Pictorial Stamp

Scotland 
Lion

Wales 
Dragon

N. Ireland Hand 
of Ulster

England Badge London Tower 
Bridge

Shakespeare’s 
Globe



	 Stamps of Scotland and Wales

Stamps representing Scotland

Stamps representing Wales

Make a collection

Make a collection

King Robert 
the Bruce

City of PerthScottish Flag

Welsh 
Dragon

Commonwealth Games Chirk Castle Clwyd



Stamps of Northern Ireland 
and the Isle of Man

Stamps representing Northern Ireland

Stamps representing the Isle of Man

Make a collection

Make a collection

N. Ireland  
Badge & Flax

Old Ulster Cottage 
(Ulster is the old name  

of N. Ireland)

Ulster Painting

Badge of the  
Isle of Man

St German’s 
Cathedral

Gorse Bush



Stamps of Jersey, Guernsey  
and Alderney

Stamps representing Jersey

Stamps representing Guernsey and Alderney 

Make a collection

Make a collection

Jersey Silver Island Games Brent Geese

Guernsey 
Militia

Cricket Ship at Anchor



Famous British People

For each stamp name the famous Briton and say why they are famous.

1

Name Famous for: Name Famous for:

1 7

2 Prince of Wales 8

3 Physics Nobel Winner 9 Music Conductor

4 Rowland Hill 10

5 11

6 Emmeline Pankhurst 12 Antarctic Explorer

2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12



Found or Invented by  
Great British People

Match the stamps to the inventor or founder from the list below.

1. Computer 2. Railways 3. Football

4. Gravity 5. Hovercraft 6. Post Box

7. Nuclear 
Physics

8. Penicillin 9. Postage 
Stamps

Isaac Newton        Michael Faraday        E Cobb Morley   

Charles Babbbage        Christopher Cockerill        Anthony Trollope        

Ernest Rutherford        Alexander Fleming        Rowland Hill    

George Stevenson        Webb Ellis        J Logie Baird    

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10.

 
11.

 
12.

Answers

10. Electric 
Motor

11. Rugby 12.Television



Towns and Cities in Brilliant Britain

Word Search               

Each of these dogs has in its name, the name of one of the 4 countries that make up the 
United Kingdom. Which country goes with which Dog? 

1. 2. 3. 4.

M A N C H E S T E R N E S T B

I B U O S T I C L O Z Q U W I

N E A G Y K S T H E L I E R R

T R H H V C D H A R S B T O M

P D C I E L E I C E S T E R I

B E I P R N E L T S A C W E N

Y E W R M S L A C O L C V I G

S N S I O A E S N A W S U S H

D O P T N X E L I M R E Q T A

E T I R P Z F V B N Y D E S M

D R E S S E R O A R M W I A J

I M P L A N T M R I D D E F I

N I E U L A H E S D E E M L F

B U R H G Y D X R O M R K E F

U T T I U N R E H P I N I B L

R Y H E O P L T Y O O F C A R

G H Y D D L O E T D S R T L A

H E N I X E L R N E U Q T L A

O O A N G H W O G S A L G O T

L M K U A W L N I E R W A W L

Aberdeen        Belfast        Birmingham        Cardiff        Douglas        Edinburgh

Exeter        Glasgow        Ipswich        Leeds        Leicester        London       Londonderry    

Manchester    Newcastle    Oxford       Perth        St.Helier        St.Peterport        Swansea



Collect Postmarks

There are many different ways of cancelling stamps. These cancellations are called 
Postmarks and they can make interesting collections. On this page are some examples of 
British Postmarks, but foreign postmarks can be just as interesting. These examples have 
been reduced in size so that more can be shown. 

Some of the more interesting postmarks relate to the stamps that they cancel. On the left 
one of the stamps is a Welsh Black Bull, on the right the stamps are of a painting by Prince 
Charles of the Mountains of Mourne in Northern Ireland.

Examples of Towns and Cities Large Parcel Post cancellations

Decorative Post Marks



Sir Rowland Hill The founder  
of the Modern Postal System

Rowland Hill is a Great Briton and a National Hero. The Postal System he invented for use in 
Great Britain has been adopted by all the countries in the world. All philatelists should know 
a little about this great man.

Use the list of words below to fill in the blanks so that the sentences make sense. 

1.	Rowland Hill was born on 3rd 
	 1795 in Blackwell		       , Kidderminster.

2.	Rowland’s father was the Headteacher of a

3.	Rowland Hill worked in his 			      school and then 
in his own school.

4.	In 1827 the school moved to Bruce Castle in Tottenham, 
Rowland 			        here for many years.

5.	Rowland Hill had always been thinking of ways to	  
the Postal System. It was very expensive and not very good.

6.	In 1839, Rowland Hill’s ideas were accepted and on  
1st January		      The Penny Post was introduced.

7.	On May 6th 1840 the very first postage stamp was 
	 introduced it was the “Penny   			    ”. 

8.	Soon everyone was writing		                   , the Penny 
Post was a great success.

9.	Rowland Hill was made a Knight by Queen 		   
and given a large pension, as a thank you.

Black        Improve        Street        Lived        Father’s

Victoria        1840       Letters        School       December



Patrons
The Association of British Philatelic Societies (ABPS) - www.abps.org.uk

The Philatelic Traders Society (PTS) - www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk

Great Britain Philatelic Society (GBPS) - www.gbps.org.uk

Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions

The Insurance & Banking Society

The Philatelic Fund

Oxford Philatelic Society - www.oxfordphilsoc.com

Stanley Gibbons - www.stanleygibbons.com

Toast Design - www.toastdesign.co.uk

Midpex - www.midpex.wordpress.com

Royal Mail - www.royalmail.com

Dealer Patrons
Apex Philatelics - www.apexstamps.com

BPA Expertising Ltd

Bill Barrell - www.barrell.co.uk

BB Stamps - www.bbstamps.co.uk

Beckett Philatelics

Benstamps - www.benstamps.co.uk

Mark Bloxham - www.philatelic.co.uk

Gerald Bodily

Candlish McCleery - www.candlishmccleery.com

Corbitt Stamps Ltd - www.corbitts.com

John Curtin - www.jcstamps.co.uk

Dauwalders - www.worldstamps.co.uk

Embassy Philatelists - www.embassystamps.co.uk

Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions - www.grosvenorauctions.com

Buckingham Covers - www.buckinghamcovers.com

Internet Stamps Group - www.buckinghamcovers.com

Isle of Man Philatelic Bureau - www.gov.im/post/stamps

Andrew Lajer - www.andrewglajer.co.uk

Tony Lester - www.tonylester.co.uk

The Magpie (Bill Pipe) - www.magpiebillpipe.com

Martello Auctions - www.martelloauctions.com

Packs and Cards - www.packsandcards.com

Philangles - www.philangles.co.uk

Rushstamps - www.rushstamps.co.uk

Samwells - www.samwells.com

David Shaw - www.davidshawpostalhistory.com

Spink & Son - www.spink.com

Mark Taylor

Martin Townsend

Universal Philatelic Auctions - www.upastampauctions.co.uk

Andrew Vaughan - www.stampsgb.co.uk

Have a look at our website:  
www.stampactive.co.uk


